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Å Established in 1969, the Keep the Archipelago Tidy Association is 

a Finnish environmental organization for everyone who 

appreciates and enjoys the Finnish waterways, both the Baltic Sea 

and the lakes and rivers.

Å The Association wants to keep Finlandõs coastlines, archipelago 

and lake areas clean, and support opportunities for sustainable 

water tourism.







Environmental 
management

Project work

Communication and 
education



Ministry 

of the 
Environment 

in Finland

Membership 
fees

Corporate

Sponsorship
Projects



ÅThe members of KAT are boaters, 

paddlers, fishermen, outdoor people and 

all the people who are interested in 

wellbeing of Finnish archipelago and lake 

areas.

ÅThe membership fee is 50/25 û per year.

ÅOur members appreciate clean waterways 

and natural surroundings, and they 

indicate this by attaching the Seal sticker 

to their boats, canoes and even their cars.





Turnover

нтΣуaϵ
Personnel  

158

Waste bins 
emptyings

600 000/year
(by end of year 

2030~ 7 500 000 )

Full time residents
440 000

LSJH in a nutshell

Sludge wells 
emptyings

~15 000/year
(by end of year 
2026~30 000 )

Leisure residences

40 000

Utilization of waste 

98,7%

Municipal 
waste/year

187 000 tons

Waste management for residential and public sector

4 waste treatment centres 
9 waste sorting stations

Pop Up- and Mobile 
sortings stations

~200 recycling point 



Finnish municipal waste 
management in brief
Å First waste law 1978, second 1993, present 2021

Å EU member since 1995 -> most WM legislation EU-origin

Å landfill ban organic waste (TOC 10%) from January 2016 onwards

Å Municipalities are responsible of

Å household waste 

Å municipal waste from public sector 

Å secondary responsibility for commercial waste (if private services not available)

Å Extended producer responsibility

Å paper, packaging (since 2016), tires, vehicles, WEEE, batteries 

Å for packaging municipalities provides collection services

Å Other municipal and commercial waste on the private market



VIn 1987 KAT founded a company to take care of the waste from the 
cottages and permanent households 

VThe vulnelabrearchipelago area was and are visited by tens of 
thousand́ s of travellersevery year, especially in the summer time

VIn the same area there also is about 7 000 leisure cottages and about 
700 permanent households

VΧ{ƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǿŀǎǘŜ 

Cooperation since 1987



Today we have ~40 waste and recycling points on 40 different islands 

üKeep The Archipelago Tidy:sservice boat collects the waste from 
islands and brings it to mainland where LSJH cooperation companies 
garbage truck picks up the waste and transport it futher for utilization 
and recycling

üCosts are divided according to useĄ it´ s a win win

Waste management infrastructure in Finlands
South-West archipelago





Map of Roopeservices and the shared KAT and 
LSJH wastepoints

https://www.roopekartta.fi/map

https://www.roopekartta.fi/map




The Archipelago Sea

Päijänne

Gulf of Bothnia

Saimaa

Pirkanmaa

Eastern Gulf of Finland



Mixed waste, glass, bottles, small metal and, in some locations, paper and cardboard, plastic and biowaste 

are received in the Roope waste and sorting stations.






