


• Johanna Ragnartz 
CEO Håll Sverige Rent

• Lise Gulbransen 

President Clean Europé Network

Welcome!



Agenda

• 12.00 Lunch
12:30 Welcome and opening session, Johanna Ragnartz and Lise 

Gulbransen
12:45 Malin Johansson, Head of Section, Ministry of the 

Environment, Swedish government
13:15 Anna Bobo Remiju, Directorate-General for Environment
14:00 Joachim Quoden, Managing Director, Expra
14:30 Henrik Lystad, Norwaste
15:00 Coffee break
15:15 Bengt Lagerman, CEO, Returpack Sweden
15:45 Workshops
17:30-18:00 Closing Remarks



Govermental investigation on singel use plastic 

Implementation of the Singel use plastic directive and the Januari agreement
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We who work with the investigation
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• Swedish Environmental Protection Agency

- Statistics

- Dialogue meetings

- Reporting

• Swedish Agency for Marine and Water Managment

- Prepare proposals for how the regulation on fishing gear should 

be designed

Two government assignments
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The problem 
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❑ Ban 

❑ Consumption reduction

❑ EPR inlcuding cost for cleaning litter and waste

management out of home

❑ Marketing requirements

❑ Product requirements

❑ Separate collection

❑ Awareness raising measures

❑ Requirements for recycled content in 

drinkingbottles

Singel Use plastic directive
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Investigate the possibilities: 

• Increase the recycling and the quality and value of the material 

from disposable plastic products that are recycled.

• Ban cups and take away food containers that is mostly made out 

of plastic. 

Swedish investigation 
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Many good initiatives are already taking place today
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• The aim is to find proposals that implement the directive, give 

consumers the desired function and increase the material recycling of 

plastic.

• Proposals of measures that provide significant environmental

improvements

• Proposals of measures as close to the source as possible.

• It should be easy to do the right thing. 

Goal for the investigation
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• Dialog during autumn 2019. 

• Analysis and writing proposals in spring 2020.

• Internal consultation and political reconciliation during late spring and 

summer 2020. 

• External consultation during autumn 2020.

• Recast of proposals after consultation during spring 2021.

• Government decision by July 2021.

Timeline for implementation 

Miljödepartementet 12



• Referens: bilderna kommer från https://pixabay.com

Thanks ! 
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Implementation of Directive EU 2019/904 
on the reduction of the impact of certain plastic products on the 

environment

Clean Europe Network's workshop on WFD and SUP, 13 January 2020



Structure of the presentation:

1. Background of the SUP Directive

2. Main provisions

3. Implementation



Marine litter: the challenge 

Health concerns

Degradation of marine ecosystems (13 billion Euros a year)

Impact on fisheries and aquaculture (1-5% of total fleet revenue) 
and ports/shipping

Tourism and coastal communities  (≈ 630 million euros)
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Directive on Single-Use Plastic Products (and fishing 
gear)

Directive EU 2019/904

✓ May 2018: Proposal by the Commission

✓ June 2019: adoption by the Council and EP

✓ 3 July 2019: Entry into force

✓ 3 July 2021: Transposition into national law



• 70% covered of all marine litter: top 10 SUP (43%) + fishing gear (27%) 
• Source: - Marine Strategy Framework Directive - Joint Research Center

- European Regional Seas Conventions

Non-plastic
16%

Fishing 
related

27%

Other 
plastics

7%
SUP top 10 

items
86%

Remaining 
SUP items 

14%

SUP
50%

Most found marine litter items on European beaches



10 most found items

Ranking Item

1 Drinks bottles, caps and lids

2 Cigarette butts

3 Cotton buds sticks

4 Crisp packets / sweet wrappers

5 Sanitary applications

6 Plastic bags 

7 Cutlery, straws and stirrers

8 Drinks cups and cup lids

9 Balloons and balloon sticks

10 Food containers including fast food packaging



Directive (EU) 2019/904 on the reduction of certain plastic products on 
the environment of 5 June 2019

Objectives:

➢ Prevent and reduce the impact of certain plastic products on
the environment, in particular the aquatic environment and
on human health

➢ Promote the transition to a circular economy with innovative
and sustainable business models, products and materials

➢ Contributing to the efficient functioning of the internal
market

Scope: single use plastic products and products made of oxo-
degradable plastic

❖ 70% of all marine litter covered: top 10 SUP (43%) +
fishing gear (27%)

SUP Directive



Not against plastics, but tackling its unsustainable
use

To facilitate prevention, re-use, collection and
recovery of single-use plastic items that are wholly or
partially made of plastics

Definition of plastic: Polymer as defined in REACH with
the ‘exception of natural polymers that have not been
chemically modified’

Scope and definitions



items with available 
sustainable alternatives promote less harmful 

alternatives:
market bans 

items with no clear alternatives

prevention measures:  
design requirements, 

consumption reduction, 
consumer information

better waste management: 
separate collection, 
extended producer 

responsibility + clean-up

Different SUP products – different measures



Consumption reduction 
(Article 4)

• Ambitious and sustained / measurable quantitative reduction in
consumption by 2026 compared to 2022 of

• Food containers

• Cups for beverages including covers and lids 

• Member States to choose appropriate measures

• Consumption reduction targets

• Economic instruments 

• Increase the availability of alternatives e.g. re-usable 

• Items not provided free of charge

• National marketing restrictions for those products are only possible to
substitute those products with reusable ones or with alternatives that do
not contain plastics



Market restriction (bans)
(Article 5)

• EU bans because of the plastic content, not the product

• Only products with readily available alternatives (single & multi use): 

▪ Cotton bud sticks

▪ Cutlery

▪ Plates

▪ Straws

▪ Beverage stirrers

▪ Sticks for balloons

▪ All products made of oxo-degradable plastic

▪ Cups, food and beverage containers made of expanded polystyrene



Product design requirements
(Article 6)

1. Tethered caps and lids (to remain attached) for all 
beverage containers and bottles up to 3 litres 
(Standardisation request to CEN);

2. Binding target for recycled content:

• at least 25% of recycled plastic for PET beverage bottles 
from 2025

• at least 30% of recycled content for all single use plastic 
bottles from 2030



Marking Requirements
(Article 7) 

•

•

• Tobacco products with filters, cups for beverages, wet wipes and
sanitary towels will require a clear and harmonized labelling on
the product or on packaging. For cups, the label will be on the
product itself.

• The label will indicate the presence of plastics in the product
how waste should be disposed, and the resulting negative
environmental impact.



Extended producer
responsibility
(Article 8)

For food and beverage containers, bottles, cups, packets and wrappers,
light weight carrier bags and tobacco products with filters

Producers will help cover the costs of:

- waste prevention (awareness raising);

- waste management (collection and treatment costs of on-the-go
waste in public areas);

- litter clean-up and

- data gathering.

For wet wipes and balloons, only the waste prevention and litter clean-
up costs are covered.

~ minimum requirements for EPR schemes as in Waste 
Framework Directive



Separate collection
(Article 9)

Separate collection target for plastic beverage bottles 

~ Target to be achieved through EPR or through deposit refund 
schemes 

→ by 2025 – 77%

→ by 2029 – 90%

➢ Supporting high quality recyclates and uptake of secondary 
raw materials

➢ Supporting plastic packaging recycling target of 55% by 
2030



Awareness raising
measures (Article 10)

Provide information to consumers on: 

• Availability of reusable alternatives, reuse systems 
and waste management options

• Impact of littering

• Impact on sewer network of inappropriate waste 
disposal

→ Achieve reduction in littering of single use plastic 

products covered and fishing gear



Evaluation of the Directive by July 2027 (Article 15)

Report by the Commission on the feasibility to : 

o Review the list of SUPs in the Annex

o Set quantitative consumption reduction targets for food 

containers and beverage cups and establish binding 

collection rates for fishing gear

o Assessment of the change in materials and consumption 

patterns (possibly including LCA) 

o Assessment of progress for a standard on biodegradability 

of SUP in the marine environment

Evaluation



Transposition and 
Implementation
▪ MS have two years for bringing into 

force the national laws and regulations 
to comply with the Directive: 
➢ 3 July 2021

▪ Article 17 provides specific application 
deadlines:

✓ Article 5 – from 3 July 2021

✓ Article 6(1) – from 3 July 2024

✓ Article 7(1) – from 3 July 2021

✓ Article 8 - by 31/12/2024

Transposition
and Implementation



Implementation work 
(Commission)➢ 2 sets of Guidelines:

❖ SUP Guidelines: what is to be considered a single use plastic 
product definitions, criteria of product categories (art. 12)

❖ Guidelines on EPR: criteria on costs of litter clean up (art. 8)

➢ 2 Standardisation requests: - (1) tethered caps and lids, art. 
6 (plastic bottles); (2) circularity of fishing gear, art. 8(9)

➢ 9 Implementing acts:

❖ Four by July 2020 (marking, separate collection target 
calculation and reporting, reporting of fishing gear and waste 
collected)

❖ Two by January 2021 (measuring consumption reduction, 
reporting consumption reduction)

❖ Three by January 2022 (measuring and reporting on 
recycled content, reporting of post consumption waste tobacco 
products)

Implementation



SUP external support study
• Support study (RAMBOLL): 18 months (kick-off July 

2019): 8 Work packages, 6 related to IAs and Guidelines:

• WP 1 – Identifying and describing the products covered 
by the Directive

• WP 2 – Marking of certain SUP products

• WP 3 – Calculation and format for reporting on separate 
collection target for plastic bottles

• WP 4 –Reporting of data on post consumption waste 
tobacco products

• WP 5 – Consumption reduction measurement and 
reporting

• WP 6 – Development of Guidelines on litter clean-up costs

Implementation



Stakeholder consultations

➢ Stakeholder Surveys: WP 1 and WP 2 surveys 
launched in September; WP 3, 4, 5 and 6 surveys 
launched in November.

➢ Stakeholder workshops: 18 October 2019 (WP 1), 29 
November (WP 2), 24 and 25 February 2020 (WP 3,4,5, 
6), March/April 2020 (follow up Workshops WP 1, WP 2)

➢ Targeted interviews

Implementation



Additional support studies and next 
steps

➢ Consumer testing of proposed 
markings for certain SUP products
(to be launched in January 2020)

➢ Recycled content in plastic bottles
(to be launched in January 2020)

Implementation



Learn more about this Directive, the plastics strategy 
and the circular economy:

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-
economy/index_en.htm 

Contact: 

anna.bobo-remijn@ec.europa.eu




























































































